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Tourist places: ecotourism versus the theme park approach

An on-line unit of work developed for VCE Unit 1:  Place and change, Study area 2:  changes in places

Describe and explain the geographic characteristics of changing tourist locations

There are two tourist locations that will be covered in this unit.  They are Byron Bay in Northern New South Wales (Australia) and Sun City, 200 kms from Johannesburg in South Africa.

Byron Bay

References:

Newspaper articles

http://www.byron-bay.com/
Video:  Life in Byron: Andy Bambach and Martin Robson

The geographic characteristics of Byron Bay ( a major Australian tourist attraction

Location:    

Byron Bay, located on the Northern N.S.W. coastline, is a small relatively untouched, (especially compared to the Gold Coast to the north), tourist region.  It has some very special characteristics that call regular and first time tourists back to it again and again.

1. Using the web site above, present three maps with your own captions, (using the information on the web page), that clearly describe the location of Byron Bay in relation to Australia, New South Wales and within the northern NSW region.

2. Using web sites complete the following questions:

Go to: www.byron-bay.com/ and click on the Visitor Information: General Information and/or the Discover Byron Bay icons on the right hand side of the page and/or the Faces of Byron pictures.
List the features that attract people to this tourist location.  Draw up a table similar to figure 1.

Separate your responses into natural/physical attractions and human attractions.

Figure 1

Byron Bay: 

Natural attractions
Byron Bay: 

Human Attractions










3. Choose three natural and three human characteristics/features.  Present a picture of each and a description of that feature in your own words.  Paste these pictures into your document.

Natural features attracting tourists to Byron Bay. 

1:

2:

3:

Human features attracting tourists to Byron Bay. 

1:

2:
3:

Byron Bay: 

[image: image1.jpg]



4. Copy the picture above and place it in Microsoft Paint.  Annotate/label the natural and human features that attract tourists to this location, around the picture you have created.  Copy the annotated picture back into your document. 


5. Click on the Discover Byron Bay: Streets of Byron icon on the right hand side of the page.  Using the pictures describe the general atmosphere in Byron Bay.

6. Using the pictures and the web link below, outline some of the “key ideas” in the way the people of Byron Bay and the Byron Shire (council) are approaching the development of tourism.  

http://www.echo.net.au/index.php?issues_id=18_34
Describe and analyse the natural processes and human activities creating change in the Byron Bay tourist environment.  

Byron Bay is becoming an increasingly popular tourist destination.  Both the Byron Bay Shire and the local community wish to keep this tourist environment “under control”.  

Past and present:  

7. Using www.byron-bay.com/ click on the General Information icon on the right hand side of the page.  Then go to the link to European History.  Using this information, describe how this environment has changed over time by creating a time line showing changes in land use from “Before 1770” to “The present day”.  Complete the outline begun here for you.

Changing land use in Byron Bay:  time line

Before 1770:  the land was used by aboriginals who came to the meeting place ( "cawanbah".

(add in additional dates as necessary)

Present day:

8. Would you agree that humans have had a great impact on the Byron Bay environment since they first arrived in the Byron Bay region in the 1700s?   Yes/No  Justify your response.

Byron Bay today:

Today the local community and the Byron Shire Council work together to preserve the precious natural features of the Byron Bay region. It is these natural features and the special atmosphere of Byron Bay that make it so popular. 

9. If you were a permanent resident in Byron Bay how would you feel about the following?

a) Local community concerns: 

Background:
When the tourist season is in full swing the population swells from _________ to  __________ .  (Get these figures from the “Byron Bay Community Profile” page 3, kept at the library desk and also found on 

http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/pdfs/pub_corp_com/community_profile_2001census.pdf and on Blackboard.) 

Please note: The photos presented on the web site in “The Streets of Byron”

 http://www.byron-bay.com/streetsofbyron/index.html, were taken in the off-season!!
Local residents:

· Find it difficult to get a parking space in the town

· Fight traffic congestion on the roads

· Must queue in the local shops or may have to avoid them because of the long lines

· Must queue in the Banks for long period of time

· Must pay increased prices in the shops as retailers put up their prices to make the most of the holiday season

· Must compete with tourists for space on their own beaches

Can you think of any other problems they may face in this tourist environment?

b) Bay Shire Council concerns:
http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/
c) Local Byron Bay Shire Council’s concerns: 

How do they deal with such large numbers of people entering their region each year?
Have a think about this and write down some ideas you have.  You may use the web links to help you. 

Read the article in ECHO “Byron Bays free community newspaper, founded 1986 by local residents, it remains the independent voice and primary platform for those who love this region” about the problem the Shire is facing re traffic and parking in Byron Bay. 

Describe the problems they are facing.

How are they attempting to deal with this problem? 

Economic effects of tourism in Byron Bay

There are considerable economic benefits associated with tourism in this region.  But along with the benefits come the associated disadvantages or costs.  It is important for the local population to weigh up these costs and benefits, whenever they make decisions about the future.

Using information previously presented and the web links present the economic costs and benefits of tourism.
Byron  Bay

ECONOMIC BENEFITS 
ECONOMIC COSTS

OF TOURISM
OF TOURISM

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The social effects of tourism in Byron Bay

Socially the Byron Bay residents can benefit greatly from tourism.  But in peak tourist times the costs seem to greatly outweigh the benefits and in some cases residents have been known to leave the region and return in the “off-season”.  Using information previously presented and the web links outline the social costs and benefits of tourism.

Compile a list of the costs and benefits of tourism at Byron Bay by completing the following table:

Byron Bay

Social benefits
Social costs

of tourism
of tourism

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The environmental effects of tourism

Environmentally, on the surface, the region has retained its relatively untouched appeal.  When you look more closely, there are certainly many environmental problems that have developed as a result of tourism.  Using information previously presented and the web links outline the environmental costs and benefits of tourism.

But are there any environmental benefits of tourism?

Environmental benefits 
Environmental costs

of tourism
of tourism

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Predict how natural processes and human activities may alter the Byron Bay tourist environment

There are three main references for this section:

Byron Shire Council web site

http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/
Vegetation Management Plan:  Main Beach Byron Shire

http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/pdfs/docs_exhibition/veg_mgt_plans/Main%20Beach%20Vegetation%20Management%20Plan%20Nov%202003.pdf
Community Profile based on 2001 Census:

http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/pdfs/pub_corp_com/community_profile_2001census.pdf
Will the local community and the Byron Shire council let this region become a “Gold Coast”?  Yes/No

Using each of the references above, justify your response.

Sun City ( South Africa

References: 

Handout The Lost City-Good Weekend, November 20 1999

Web links: 

Sun City web page: 

http://sun-city-south-africa.go2africa.com/
South Africa Online Travel Guide:  

http://www.southafrica-travel.net/north/a1Suncit.htm

Automotive Intelligence - Travel and Golf Recommendations:

http://www.autointell.com/Golf/Suedafrika/Golf-SunCity1.htm
Travel Guide: Location, history, weather, attractions

http://www.travelershub.com/destination_guide/africa/sun_city.html
CC Africa- Golf Tours and Safaris:

http://golf.afroventures.com/attractions/suncity.aspx
Video:  Sun City–South African Tourist Authority

The geographic characteristics of the Sun City tourist environment.

Location of Sun City South Africa:

1. Describe the location of Sun City in South Africa. 

Present at least 2 maps and each map should be accompanied by relevant captions.

Source:

http://www.travelershub.com/destination_guide/africa/sun_city.html 

http://www.hotelinformation.com/info/southafrica/afsoafr.gif

http://www.travel-to-south-africa.com/images/Map-of-SAG.jpg
http://www.pgordon.com/safrica/map-saf.gif
Map 1: 

Insert a map here

Map 2: 

Insert a map here

2. Geological profile of South Africa:

 http://www.southafrica-travel.net/pages/e_geolog.htm
Sun City is located in   ____________ , 200kms NW of Johannesburg (South Africa). 

It is located in a low-lying region surrounded by  __________.  This area, on the edge of the   ________ ,  was once desert. 

It is now   ___________________.

Historic background ( change over time:
1970s: 

Sun City was founded by  ____________.

It had a “gambling and sin” basis right from the start of its existence in the 1970s.

In the 1980s:

· The site was part of the tribal homeland of ________________(Bop)

· Vegetation consisted of_________________

· It was a zone of _________   _________, a nominally independent state created by the dominant white South African, ________ _________, to cheat the blacks out of their South African citizenship.

· South Africa was being ________ by the world; limited trade, sports teams, and entertainers.

· White South African Laws banished gambling, adult movies, risqué shows from the main townships. These were performed in ___   ____   __________.

Kerzner’s reaction to the conditions experienced in the late 1980s was to spend, spend, spend, i.e. expansion or collapse.

In the 1990s:
Complete

· Ethnic

· Possible economic

· Possible return

· Possible loss

Sun City was expanded and The Lost City was created.

Today:

· Bop has been  _______________  into South Africa.

· The “white” narrow minded laws have been _____________

· South Africa is now ruled by a  ___________  and a white Vice President

· Apartheid has been  ____________

· Sun City has become a multi  _______________  tourist location

The Geographic Characteristics of Sun City
1. What attracts people to this tourist location?
Using your web information describe the characteristics of Sun City, using the sub-headings as a guideline.

The Lost City:

Palace of the Lost City:

Rainforest:

Valley of the Waves:

Water supply:

Legend:

Different levels of accommodation:

Golf:

Pilansberg National Park
Historic characteristics ( change over time:

· Sun City was originally designed as ___  ________ ________ holiday resort (1 500 people per day)

· Demand was _________

· Within months ______-_______ tourists were visiting the region each day, mostly day-trippers.

·  Massive 1980s expansion -> more leisure facilities, two new hotels, 6 000 seat super bowl, giant entertainment centre, high tech bingo and more poker machines.

PRACTICAL EXERCISE 

1. Construct an A3 sketch map from the A3 spreads The Lost City
Remember this is only part of the resort region.

Clearly label the main “natural” and cultural features presented in your sketch map.

2. Describe the spatial distribution of the main human and “natural” features of the Sun City region, presented in your sketch map.

3. Describe the spatial association between the water bodies and the main resort features.

4. How has the topography of the land influenced the development of this tourist location?

Describe and analyse the natural processes and human activities creating change in the Sun City tourist environment

Here, as with Byron Bay, the main factor contributing to change in this environment is tourism.  It is the human process creating change.

The wealth of Sol Kerzner/economic factors:

There was no organised control of this development.  Sol Kerzner was already a millionaire as a result of his gambling monopoly in his casinos in South Africa.  He merely wanted to retain this monopoly.

Historically, he had been able to maintain his monopoly as a result of white dominance in South Africa.(see historic process of change)

1. What change threatened this dominance he had created?

2. How did he overcome the problem he faced (the possible loss of dominance and the threat to gambling)?

3. How did he finance his expansion of Sun City?

4. What were his new aims?

It is important to analyse this process of change.  In the case of Byron Bay, the move has been to try and control further development, to prevent Byron turning into another Gold Coast.  Here the process has been almost the opposite.  Kerzner felt it was best to continue the previous expansion, in fact, on a very large scale.

5. Complete the table below analysing the benefits and costs of this process of change.

Analysis of the human process of change ( tourism

Benefits
Costs

of tourism
of tourism

Economic benefits
Economic costs

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 




 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Environmental benefits
Environmental costs

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Social benefits
Social costs

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Historic processes/factors contributing to change in The Lost City at Sun City

Historically Sol Kerzner had been able to establish a monopoly in the gambling industry in South Africa.

Read the extracts about Sol Kerzner and complete the following questions:

1. Outline Sol Kerzner’s rise to fame in South Africa over the past 40 years.  Use a time line to present your information.

2. What has been the main source of income for Kerzner?
3. How has Kerzner been recognised by the hospitality industry?

4. Kerzner’s success has not always occurred with him as the main motivating force.  What other companies have come on board to assist with purchase of properties and the expansion of his empire?
5. Kerzner’s rise to fame has not been all smooth sailing.  He has been accused of making financial contributions to the pro-white National Party when they were in power during the reign of apartheid.  He has also been accused of contributing to the ANC – the Nelson Mandella anti apartheid and pro democracy party.  Why would Kerzner have contributed funds to both parties at different times?
6. Who owned the land that Sun City is built on? 

7. How did Kerzner overcome the problem of the ownership of the land?

Political/historical factors contributing to change in The Lost City at Sun City

Apartheid in South Africa:
Source:  Mandella: An Illustrated Autobiography, 1996 p35

Apartheid was a system of separation of the races in South Africa.  It was introduced by the minority white government firstly in 1948 and then expanded as the years went on.  In 1948 Malan began the implementation of his pernicious program by announcing his intention to curb the Trade Union Movement and do away with the limited franchises that the Indian, Coloured and African peoples held. 

The Separate Representation of Voters Bill eventually robbed the Coloureds of their representation in Parliament.

The Prohibitions of Mixed Marriages Act was introduced in 1949 and was followed by the Immorality Act making sexual relations between white and non-white illegal.  

The Population and Registration Act labelled all South Africans by race, making colour the single most important arbiter of an individual.  Malan then introduced the Group Areas Act(which he described as “the very essence of apartheid”(requiring separate urban areas for each racial group.

The Government had also set up tribal Homelands for the black populations.  BOP, where Sun City is located was one of these Tribal Homelands.  The National Party tried to push all blacks into the tribal areas that they considered worthless as far as land value was concerned.  In the case of BOP the land was bare and mostly desert.  It was not recognised by the government as being part of South Africa but was seen as a nominally independent state.  Sol Kerzner saw the advantage in this and set up his Sun City gambling casino in this independent homeland avoiding the bans that would have been placed on him if he had tried to do this in one of the major cities.  He is in partnership with the tribal owners of the land and they share in the profits that Sun City generates.  So politically, apartheid contributed to the establishment of this massive complex.

1. How did the introduction of the apartheid system advantage Sol Kerzner in his development of Sun City?

2. How did the abolition of apartheid motivate Kerzner?

3. How important was apartheid as a factor  contributing to the development of Sun City and the Lost City at Sun City?  Explain your answer.

Environmental factors contributing to change in Sun City and The Lost City

Refer to the A3 Good Weekend information sheet.

1. 
Describe the state of the environment prior to the development of Sun City.

2. 
Describe the current state of the natural environment (since the development of Sun City).

3. 
How has the environment-climate (wind, rain, temperature) and topography contributed to the changes in Sun City?  Explain your response.

4. How important is the environment as a factor contributing to change?

Conclusions:

1. 
Which of the factors that have generated change seems to be the most important?

2. 
Why is it the most important?

3. 
Why is it more important than all the others?

4. 
Which of the factors contributing to change seems to be the least important?

5. 
Why is it the least important?

6. 
Why is it less important than the others?

Predict how natural processes and human activities may alter The Lost City at Sun City tourist environment in the future

Natural processes and the future

What natural processes/events if any are likely to cause problems in the future?

Human activities and the future

Refer to the A3 Good Weekend handout.

1. 
What predictions are made about the future in this source?

2. 
How do you see the expansion of this facility in the future? 

Any changes that you introduce should be qualified/supported with evidence.

3. 
In the allocated section, annotate the current outline with the text predictions and your predictions about the future.


Comparing Byron Bay and Sun City

Complete the following table:

Descriptor
Byron Bay
Sun City

Location:

Where is it found?





Scale:

How big is it?





Spatial Distribution:

What are the main features in this tourist location and where are they found?





Spatial Interaction:

How do tourists move within the region and between regions?





Spatial change over time

What was it like in the past?

What is it like now/present?

What will it be like in the future?





Spatial association

Is there a spatial association between tourist activities and nay particular landform features?

Who is involved?



Comparing Byron Bay and Sun City


What’s the same?
What’s different?

Location





Scale





Spatial distribution





Spatial interaction





Spatial change over time





Spatial association





Analysis:  Which tourist location is better and why?


Choose which tourist location you think is the best.  Explain why it is the best using the information in the tables above.  If you start using information that is not in the tables, you will have to add that information to your table.

Remember that Byron Bay has an ecotourism focus and Sun City has a theme park/activity/gambling basis.
















FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF THE LOST CITY AND SUN CITY

















