
Uses of the Murray Darling Basin 
 
 
 
Arid/semi arid region used for low-density 
dry-land beef and sheep grazing.  Some open 
scrubland. 

Small area of irrigated 
cotton down stream 
from Bourke 

Intensive cropping of vegetable 
and fruit and fine wool grazing, fat 
lamb meat on the sub tropical 
region of the Darling Downs 
around Towoomba, Qld 

Pilliga Cyprus Pine 
forests. 
6 saw mills supply 
50% off floor boards 
for NSW. 

Dry land wheat and sheep 
grazing extending from 
inland adjacent to the 
western slopes of the GDR 
in NSW and Vic. 

Dry temperate sclerophyll 
forests, timber and pine 
plantation on the western 
slopes of the GDR in NE 
Vic and SE  NSW 

Domestic water supply 
pumped at Mannum for 
towns and 1.8 m people 
in the basin and Lake 
Victoria. I m people in 
Keith, Stockwell, 
Barossa valley, 
Adelaide, Whyalla, Port 
Augusta and Port Pirie, 
SE S.A. 

Cubbie 
Station 91% 
of cotton 
irrigation. 
Cubbie dam 
holds 150,000 
megalitres 

Menindee Lakes and Darling 
River south to Murray River: 
dry land wheat, cattle, 
irrigated apples, grapes, and 
stone fruit.  

Lachlan R. and 
Murrumbidgee irrigation 
region: Griffith, Echuca 
Swan Hill - rice, fruit, 
dairying, canola 

Murray, 
Goulbourn 
Rivers 
irrigation 
region, 
Echuca, 
Shepparton, 
and Cobram: 
80% of Aust. 
Fruit,  
69% Vic. 
dairying, 
wool, fat 
lamb meat. 

Open to scattered 
woodland including 
the Mallee with 
scattered clearing and 
grazing 

Deniliquin 
and 
Wakool: 
Irrigated 
rice 

Mildura 
Murray 
Irrigation:  
grapes, 
citrus 
fruits, 
flowers, 
vegetables

Renmark, 
SA 
Murray 
Irrigation: 
fruit, 
vegetables, 
flowers, 
grapes,

Broken Hill mining: tin, lead, 
zinc 

• Hydro electicity on the western slopes of GDR on the Murray and Tumut Rivers. 
• Limited aquaculture of Murray Cod and Rainbow Trout in Lake Alexandrina and Lake Albert, 
• Commercial fishing for carp in Murray ,Murrum, etc.  Charlie Carp Fertilizer factory at Deniliquin 
• Manufacturing: wineries, abattoirs, rice mills, sawmills, flourmills, Charlie Carp, Local engineering. 
• Environmental maintenance of wetlands, riverine flood plain, river environments and other environs. 
• Recreation: white water rafting, water skiing, house boat cruising swimming, golf, sailing $3.6 billion. 
• Archaeological site research: Lake Mungo and Lake Victoria in S.W NSW. 
• 72% of Aust. Irrigation,       43% of farms,  92% of cotton,   50% of fruit & Veg 
• 50 % of crops,       34% of dairy cattle,    34% of wheat,    50% of sheep 
• $13.6 billion in agricultural products. 

Salt 
mining 
at 
Kerang 
evapora
tion 
basin 


